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protect the cultivator of sugar-cane, and ensure the collection
of Government land revenues and irrigation charges, but also
to safeguard the cane-growers of the less favourably situated
regions such as Bombay and Madras against the competition
of the more advantageously placed cane-growers of the United
Provinces and Behar. The costs of production of cane, and
consequently also of gur, are, as has been noted above, appreci-
ably higher in Bombay and Madras than in Northern India.
The Departments of Agriculture in the United Provinces and
Behar anticipate that the whole of the cane areas in those two
provinces would be sown with superior variety of heavy-
yielding canes in the course of the next three years, and that
this would lead to an increase in the yield of sugar-cane by
about 6 million tons. It is feared that if this anticipated increase
in the output of cane in Northern India could not be absorbed
by a rapidly expanding White Sugar Industry, an excessive
production and large exportation of North Indian gur would
create a slump in the gur markets of the South and thereby
completely disorganise the agricultural life of the Southern
provinces.1 One of the avowed objects of the proposed pro-
tective tariff on sugar, therefore, is to stimulate the swift
expansion of white sugar manufacture in Northern India and
thereby safeguard the high-cost cane and gur of Southern
India from the competition of the lower-cost cane and gur of
the N<5rth.
The principle underlying the argument in this case has only
to be clearly stated to be disapproved and condemned. The
principal achievement of the British Government in India during
the last 150 years has been the growth of a steadily increasing
unification of diverse geographical and racial regions into one
single closely-knit economic (and, of course, also political) unit,
and it is through this unification that the people of India have
been enabled to enjoy the advantages of division of labour and
specialisation of production, which constitute the essence of
modern economic progress. It is for the sake of the greater
1 Report of the Tariff Board on the Sugar Industry, pp. 55-59-